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Finley tried CSS, So interest. 
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Bow «,he- WxFost «oni tns .Pulitzer for JFK Assassination, Re torting 
(Without Competition) 

Before going to sa ©arly bed to behave properly after the first iittio bit of 
outdoor exercise, this is one too good not to record. Pros the top. 

George lardner had been interested enough in tin? apeetro/SiA suit to phone xse in 
aTo to ask about it, When Lesser told a» about yesterday* s hearing and bow well it 
■sent I asked if any press were present, hone. What is sors natural for a suit to 
assure which Congress enacted a las* nullifying a Supreme Court decision then no press? 

So, 1 chosed Lardner, He was not in. Left sseasage, 

fhen I d heard of the .gathering of the nuts/ conserciglisers Monday so I first 
prepared a message for Lesar to deliver and then got to thinking that perhaps 1 ought 
to give the entire story cut. While I ms thinking about it Lare&sr turned with spelo- 
gies for not being able to get back yesterday. 

Pistil told Ms the story of the hearing. It seezed to interest bin. I bad 
earlier offered Mu confidential access to all I’ve obtained, subject to release after 
x havs fui L assurances that lOCy has been given to sse* So* today 1 told his I was 
prepared to give it all away exclusively in return for a Monday asm. atoiy, vsmnr* 

~ *aa this intereotedtw* spent three hours an the phono and I read hin what I thought 
would saka a real story without getting explicated in the figures which are not 
essential to the sjfsssy. Read direct quotes, ete. Cited: exhibits, testimony, o&etsa 
in 25. 

% the tine m finished he looked at the time and said Ms desk (national) 
would be uncovered by an editor on a Saturday until about 2 p,a, He would call me 
baas after that, "e did* a little after 3* with apologists for having been. delayed, 
grocery shopping, if he spoua to his desk at all ho did deianed little shopping, 

had voio. Ma why a was giving it away no ; .** to prevent sera co^ercialisation* 
angling, deceptions and disiaf oraation operations. 

„ ff rs t thing he told so is that the Post is sot going to cover the press 
conference. Relevant? I askad. Ho. Be was embarrassed • 

So I asked hin why they are taming it down and he said because there has been 
no scientists * report on the meaning of the figures. 


On tbs tests not sadc? I asked. What sore than the FBI record in this 


ioes 


require to sake a story that does not depend on interpretations of the meaning of 
iaeoapletelfigures, especially where there are none at all? 

Be was embarrassed sors and. 1 helped a little, which, was unfair but not wasted, 
xh© day say cone, X sain* when the national desks of the asjor papers are not 
branches of government. Well, he said, it really wasn’t that bad. 

^ I reminded him o ? the stufi Brsvilse is pitting on TV to pros ote bis book* all, about 
that great WzPost investigation which showed there was nothing to doubts about the 
official solution. 

Did no read the trsnsdript I gave Claiborne in IJTC. les. Good story in it. Yes. 

1 didn t reed it in the Post. 

ia.3 explanation is teat they do funny things. Lika refusing to do a story when 
* xsrry Russv oo^icitsd. a -ri be fross bin. (They usee*. Lt after ShsrHsn was later charged.) 

So I thought x'd ask how the word "Watergate*’ ever got into the Post. ■*© said 
because Ssrstaia and Woodward kept plugging. Lights flashed. 

~ * p-_ tfrfte a story anyway * he said* but don’t pin any hopes on it. Are? mall others. 

-*■ told JL the story ana asked Mm to phone the bureau of the Boston «lode the 
WnSssee desk and .gave_M» a contraction tndvs. (Later he told me there was a recorded 
annouacesfeat at tne Globe and • a ugaLer told **> nobody could call before 4 p.n. tomorrow. 

(fMs is the sane %gaber who spent much aasy and effort trying to prove that the financing 
of the Watersate_case from batia sugar aoaey.) I spoke to the a&t. desk of the WxStar. Ho 
call back. Thau levin, in tbs hope of wire feedback, "e is to call back soon. 

low touM we over hack it without a daring, crusading* undeterred free proas dedicated 
to the^ death to exposing official misdeeds. Bow luck we are! 

^ "*« afraid to call Feustewal because he was also afraid he*d unload aU he las tees 
q o tei ng beck. 1 suggested a call to the partner* who has not called me. I didn’t expect it* 

I suggested that JL not go to the press conference. ~ 



